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CHRISTY HOWARD STEELE

New Year, New Opportunities to Serve

“And now we welcome the new year. Full of things that have never been.”
Rainer Maria Rilke

Welcome 2023! It seems the last half of 2022 whizzed by, and here we are at the beginning of 2023.
A new year brings new opportunities and renewed hopes. One of my hopes for 2023 is that more of us

connect with one another through regional and local gatherings. | am grateful and appreciate the
convenience, lower cost, safety, ease and strides we have made in our ability to gather via zoom, but
the energy and connection we gain from gathering in person is so much deeper. This year, since our
gatherings will be smaller and closer to where each of us live, it is my hope that more of us can gather
more often in person.

| also hope we can increase the number of members volunteering in FCM during 2023. As a person
working full-time, | understand limited time. But, the more FCM members who volunteer, the less time
each volunteer must give. I've listed three positions that need volunteers with a brief description of each
position. If you are willing to serve in any of these positions, please let me know by emailing me at
chairperson@fcmmail.org.

* 2024 National Assembly Committee — this committee will do the groundwork to propose the
& location, theme, speakers, and budget for the National Assembly usually held the 3rd week
of July in 2024 in a recommendation to the Circle.

* New Regional Vice Presidents - in this first term, persons will be appointed Regional Vice

| Presidents in the new South-Central and Mid-Atlantic regions. The major responsibilities of an
RVP are to represent their regions on the Circle, recommend candidates for commissioning,
y coordinate commissioning ceremonies, organize regional gatherings, facilitate communication
‘@ within the region.

* Historian - in this appointed position, this person will gather and prepare information to be

The last hope | have for FCM in 2023 is for every member to donate to the Endowment fund. Whether

4 ,1 preserved and archived

- |
| you give a one-time donation of $5, a recurring donation of $5 per month, or a different amount at a
I'-.. different frequency, it is important that we all invest in the future of FCM. Building the endowment fund
| now is a way for current members to create a legacy for the benefit of future members. It is a way to

__ e make sure FCM is around for those who need an inclusive community or to be empowered from

|
-—
\ |

inclusive ministry in the future.

-

I

As we welcome 2023, let us consider and take advantage of these opportunities to gather and to serve
by giving of our time and resources.

-
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RON DAVIS

AL etter from the President

The beginning of a new year is upon us. | don’'t know about you, but | find myself full of hope,
joy, and peace. God is on the throne, and | know if we continue to live each day in God's will,
all will be alright.

The Circle moved forward on the election for the Vice President (VP) of the Great Lakes
Region in December. We held this election early so that newly elected VP can be part of the
February circle meeting and also have time in the Spring to work with our current Great
Lakes VP to gain experience in the role prior to assuming the office in the summer of ‘23.
We've also moved forward on the election for the President of FCM in December with the
same hope and purpose in mind.

We're now working toward securing the first VP for the Northwest, South Central, and Mid-
Atlantic Regions of FCM. This expansion thrills us as we see several of our larger areas
made into smaller groups, enabling FCM members to connect in a more meaningful way for
support and in ministry's work. We hope to appoint people to serve as VP in each of these
regions and have them in place for the circle meeting in February 2023. In February, the
circle will determine when to have an election in each of these new regions. As in the past,
we will stagger the elections in each newly developed region so that an equal number of VPs
will rotate on and off of the circle.

| reflect back on our July circle meeting, which represented what meetings have been like
over the course of 2022. Some members were with us in-person, and some were with us
virtually. We were all thankful to be together. Yet, it was much more powerful to be together
face-to -face doing this work we value. This holds true for worship, family times and all
gatherings of life. We value being together and should never take it for granted.

With 2023 on the horizon, | pray that our new normal will include more face-to-face time with
one another; that the circle will gather both in February and July to move our organization
forward in all its endeavors; that each of our VPs will deepen their relationships with the
membership by holding gatherings and by being a resource to members in need; and that our
faith communities will grow and that we will build up new ones.

| pray we will continue to give cheerfully to the endowment fund and that we can give from
the overflow to ministries in need. | pray God will be with all of us every day.

God bless you,

, January/Februan
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BILL APPLETON - MARYANN CRILLY

New Process for FCM Sacramental Registry

Beginning January 1, 2023 there is a new process for the FCM Sacramental Registry
which will be used for Baptisms and Weddings. The Sacramental Registry will now be
accessed through Realm. Steps to access the Sacramental Registry can be found
below.

Members will complete a separate entry for each Baptism or Wedding.

As a reminder- All FCM members presiding at Baptisms must register the Baptism with FCM. We encourage
you to register Weddings through the FCM registry in addition to following any state and local process
required for your area.

Accessing the Sacramental Registry

* Go to www.onrealm.org

* Log into your Realm profile using your email address and password you created

+ Find and click on the “Events” tab on the left-hand side

* Find and click on the “FCM Baptismal Registry (2023)" or the
“‘FCM Marriage Registry (2023)" event

+ Click on the “Register By (Date)” button

* On the right hand side you will see a note that shows “Who is attending this event?”.
Ensure your name is checked and click “Next”

+ Complete as much information as possible ensuring to enter information for all
required fields indicated with a red *

» Scroll back up to top right hand and click “Next”

» Review your information for accuracy

+ Click on “Register” button

* Repeat process if you have other sacraments to register

Should you have any questions about accessing/using the FCM Sacramental Registry in Realm, feel free to
contact Bill Appleton, FCM Administrator at connect@fcmmail.org or 216-210-0855. Other questions
related to the FCM Sacramental Registry can be directed to Maryann Crilly, Sacramental Registrar at
registry@fcmmail.org or 908-625-9072.

January/Feoruary
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BILL APPLETON

Dear Fellow FCM Members,

It is hard to believe that it has been a year since |
started in the role of FCM Administrator. The rate of
the passage of time seems to increase as | get older.
It has been rewarding to get to know some of you
better while being of service to you. So many of your
stories inspire me and | continue to be humbled by the
myriad of ways you minister to others. | believe FCM
serves a critical role in meeting the ever evolving and
inclusive spiritual needs of so many and | am proud to
do my small part in helping to make that happen.

As one year ends and another begins, | want to take a
minute to express gratitude.
In my role as Administrator, | work with the Circle of
Directors and others in some capacity but there are
some people that | work more closely with. | am
particularly grateful to Carolyn Horvath in our
Membership/Central Office, Antoinette Marold, who
leads our FCM Communications, and our Chairperson,
Christy Howard-Steele. | would not be able to do what
| do without their collaboration and support. They work
very hard in their respective roles and | am grateful to
| them. | also continue to be grateful for the assistance
of Chris Young in setting up new member profiles in
Realm.

This year (especially during the renewal period) we

have experienced a number of glitches/issues with

‘] Realm. While the vast majority of these have been out
of our control, | have worked hard to try to resolve
them in a timely manner. | am grateful for your
patience and understanding during these occasions.
Some of you were kind enough to give a little of your
time to go a step further and help me gather more
information before reaching out to ACS Technologies

- (Realm) support team to problem-solve.

| Speaking of Realm:

Logging in to Realm- When logging in to Realm,
please make sure you are typing in www.onrealm.org
directly into the address bar of the search engine you
are using. It is important to not have any extra
characters and that you do not use the search feature.
Realm has informed me that this can cause issues.

deration of Chnstian Minis
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(hristmas Greetings and Happy New Year

Browser Compatibility/ Operating System Updates-
In order to experience full functionality in Realm it is
important to maintain updated versions of your
operating system and browsers. Not all browsers have
the same capabilities and it is well documented that
websites can work differently depending on the
browser you are using. Not sure you're using the latest
browser? Go to whatsmybrowser.org/ to find out. This
will also tell you what operating system (i.e. Windows
10, etc.) you are using.

Here is a link from ASC Technologies (Realm) that
provides additional information on Browser
Compatibility if you are interested. help.acst.com

Updated information- Please make sure when any of
your contact information changes that you make the
appropriate changes in your Realm profile.

Passwords- If you have forgotten your password
please click on the “Forgot your password?” and follow
the steps to create a new password. We are not able
to reset member passwords on our end.

Unsubscribe- There have been a number of members
who have unsubscribed from Realm (either
unintentionally or intentionally). Please give careful
thought if you have been considering unsubscribing as
you run the risk of not receiving important information
from FCM. Our Constant Contact distribution list is
periodically updated from our Realm database. Any
person who unintentionally unsubscribed please
contact me directly to initiate a resubscription.

If you are experiencing an issue related to Realm, |
encourage you to reach out to me directly by phone or
email.

May this new year be filled with love, peace, joy, and
good health for you and your loved ones!

In Service,

Bill Appleton, FCM Administrator
216-210-0855
connect@fcmmail.org

J
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Grant Committee Members

SHANNON QUEENAN - HEIDI TIERNEY -~ MARY VIDAS

Greetings from FCM's Grant Committee!

It has been a busy time of year for the Community Grant Program with the offer of three live
90 minute "How to Write a Grant” webinars, sending out grant guidelines and receipt of
applications from members.

Look for an update from our 2022 Grant Recipients (listed below) and how they have
extended FCM's mission, values and service throughout the year.

3 SOLAS CIRCLES ("Circle of Light"): Immigration Outreach Service Center,
Baltimore, Maryland

% Horizon Prison Initiative London Correctional Institution, London, Ohio

% Hildegarden: Herbal Sanctuary at the Hildegard Haus, The Faith Community of
St. Hildegarde, Fairport Harbor, Ohio 44077

Friendly reminder that March 6th is the deadline for all applications (postmarked or sent
digitally on that date.) For Circle approval early May, 2023. Funding will be distributed
throughout the month of June, 2023.

Send your Grant Application Packet to:

Mailing address:

FCM Grant Committee, c/o Mary C. Vidas, FCM

328 Linda Court

* Lino Lakes, MN 55014

*note Lino Lakes & Circle Pines, MN share the same zip code. OK to send to either.

Digital Address: grant@fcmmail.org

If you have any questions or are interested in receiving a grant application, we welcome

your email at grant@fcmmail.org.

Blessings to all this new year!

FCM Grant Committee
Heidi Tierney, Shannon Queenan, Mary Vidas

January/February
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TOM CUSACK, ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE MEMBER

i Endowment Question with a Little finswer and a Big Fnsiwer

Question: Have you received benefit from your involvement with Federation of
Christian Ministries?

You ask:“what does this question have to do with FCM’s Endowment?” Please
read on.

Here is the Little Answer to the question: If your answer was “yes,” then the Little
Answer for FCM is: give a little to the Endowment! Start in January. Give a dollar a
month to the Endowment. You may think “Oh, that is an embarrassingly low amount to
consider.”

No it isn’'t! (Luke 21:3 “I tell you truly, this poor widow put in more than all the rest.”)

Just so you know, you could give more than a dollar a month. It will make you feel
better.

Here is the Big Answer to the question: If your answer was “yes,” then the Big
Answer for FCM is: give a lot to the Endowment! All FCM members need to have
prepared their own Last Will and Testament in order to benefit their loved ones. If you
don’t write a will, the state already has one written for you. It's called the Law of
Intestate. And, you won't like it. When you make out your own will, consider your
answer to the above FCM questions. Then include an amount, any amount, for FCM’s
Endowment in your Will. (You are never too young to write a will.)

It's a lot to think about. One small step to get started. Go to the FCM website and
click on donations. Drop down to Endowment and get started.
https://onrealm.org/fcm/-fform/give/now

Help FCM Endowment Grow Januar U/ Febr UEII'!_.J
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Erdowsment Fund feport

TOM STRICKER, CHAIR

Thauk Yoy

VALUE AS OF 10/10/2022 ——

$106,360.00

Donate to the FCM Endowment Fund
NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL!

Regular Donation

Go to the FCM website www.federationofchristianministries.org or go to
your personal account on Realm www.onrealm.org and make your
donation.

1. Sign in to Realm or, if in the FCM Website, use the “Donation”
button to get there.

2. Click on “Giving” (left hand column) and this will take you to donation
page

3. Click on the “+ Give” button

4. You will see a pull down (FCM General Account); click on the
pulldown arrow

5. Click on the “FCM Endowment Fund” button —— $|60,DUU

Tribute Gift

Is there a friend, family member, teacher, or mentor you would like to ?
honor on their special day or send an expression of sympathy?

Consider a small donation to the FCM Endowment Fund.

A notice of your gift will be sent to the honoree or a member of their
family. You will also know that your gift will help ensure that FCM will be | $140,000
able to support future generations of ministers and congregations. :

| B 5106,
For more information go to the FCM web site under | . $ 900
i I $100,000

FCM Endowment Fund for the online Tribute Gift Form or
endowment@fcmmail.org

Meacuting Our Success
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