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JULY FLOWERS

LARKSPUR

is symbollic of an open heart, beautiful spirit, sincerity,
strong love bonds, and dedication

As stated in the last newsletter | would like to encourage us to engage in the
practice of giving flowers metaphorically by expressing our appreciation,
gratitude, love to at least one person each month. In each newsletter edition, |
hope we can acknowledge and celebrate someone in FCM in a more public
way by submitting to the newsletter a brief expression of appreciation.

Based on the saying of “Give me flowers while | can smell them”, this month |
want to “give flowers"” to the following FCM member:

ANTHONY (TaNY) ERCcCOLANDO

Tony is currently director of background checks and secretary and member of
the Endowment committee. He is also the former commissioning chair of FCM
and provided leadership and wisdom to the Circle.

Tony stepped in to continue the background check process after the previous
commissioning chair resigned due to family and increased job responsibilities.

Tony is also one of the main contributors to FCM’s blog. Tony generously gives of
his fime and talent in support of FCM. | celebrate Tony's gifts and his many
contributions o FCM.

Do you have someone in FCM that you want to acknowledge. If so, please email your brief write-up to
chairperson@fcmmail.org or newsletter@fcmmail.org.
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“For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in'a way
that respects and enhances the freedom of others.”
Nelson Mandela

One of the big celebrations in July is of course the 4t of July which celebrates the signing of the
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. This document declares the separation of the 13
colonies from Great Britain. Besides burgers, barbeque, and watermelon, the 4t of July is known
for its elaborate fireworks displays. While fireworks had historically been a popular way of
celebrating important people and events, this 4in of July tradition established in John Adams’
letter to his wife: that the day be celebrated “with Pomp and Parade, with Shews, Games,
Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and llluminations from one End of this Continent to the other from this
Time forward forevermore.” While | love communal public fireworks displays, from my perspective
as a Level 1 trauma hospital chaplain, | am happy that many communities have banned
individual private firework displays for safety reasons.

Independence Day is a time when we are reminded of the ideals upon which the United States
were founded. We are reminded of the rights and freedoms so dearly fought for. It is also a time
when we can focus on those among us who are still fighting; those who belong to groups who
still struggle to have and maintain basic human rights and freedoms. In this time when rights
gained are being lost or challenged by some and continued momentum to achieve equity for
all seems to be stalled, it is more important than ever for us to refresh and expand our
commitment to the prophetic, yet limited ideal espoused in the Declaration of Independence,
namely,

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men PEOPLE are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.

May we as FCM continue empowering and nurturing those inspired for inclusive ministries that
fransform society.

" . _ D —
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We admit it's a long reach to describe God or Godde or
The Supreme or the Ground of Being. Doing so is above
our pay grade as humans. Now we do have a little insight
into this “Father” (the name Jesus had to give the
Creator, since women were not recognized well, except
as property, at the time). Or now, Mother or

Mommy. There is a relationship between this Jesus, and
the Creator. This relationship seems ongoing and
normative for us. His promise he would send an Advocate
seems to be holding. Good. We're trying to follow Jesus
and His Advocate.

A relationship is not static. This is not eternally the same
being. If the Creator is in relationship with us, the Creator
is not static but supremely dynamic. We have to attempt
to take the same dynamic stance in our personal
development (pursuing by intense spiritual practice to
deepen our relationship with this Creator) and here, in
FCM, in an institutional way. How¢ Read on.

We are benefited by having several committees of Circle
members working on long standing issues within FCM. To
let you know, there is work underway to dynamically
revise our website, our presentation portal for the world to
see FCM. There is another committee looking at the way
we announce ourselves to the world. This committee is
reviewing our expression of our values and processes, so
that those expressions clearly display who we are and
what we stand for. Word-smithing our current self-
concept.

Here are a few exira comments on the committee
looking at our infroduction to FCM for new

members. Forever we have accepted new folks into FCM
with a pleasant “have a good day.” Then it rested on the
new member's interest and response to check out
opportunities within FCM. This approach left many as
members, but they were not engaged members. So, this
on-boarding committee is looking to set in place a
program to improve that vacuum. It is a formal set-an-
initial-FCM-relationship program.

o

PRESIDENT@FCMMAIL.ORG

'. .
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A LITTLE THEOLOGY AND A LITTLE ACTIVITY

It will work this way: a new member joins FCM. That new
member is contacted in their first month through their VP
by an FCM Host. The Host will meet with the new person
in a structured way for a year. Here's how: in the first
month the newbie and the Host will meet for 45 minutes
on video. Get to know you. Then every following six
weeks they will meet on video for a half. hour. They will
discuss opportunities for FCM's volunteerism within the
newbie's path in FCM, their mutual spirituality, and the
like.

In this way the new member will have a structured
internal relationship for a year. The Host will contribute to
the growth and development of FCM and its internal
relationships. These relationships might then mirror the
relationships we all have with the Creator/Mommy-
Daddy, with the Teacher Jesus, and with one

another. All in a deepening way.

PLEASE REACH OUT TO YOUR REGIONAL VP TO
VOLUNTEER AS AN FCM HOST, now, prior to the formal
start of the program. We have to get this running as
soon as we can.

Finally, as usual....do 2 x 2 4 FCM. This formula is two
minutes of prayer and two minutes of meditation for the
benefit of FCM each and every day. You can be sure
Jesus will like to see this effort. He loves FCM. If you are
so inspired, do Tuesday 10 for FCM... push it out to 10
minutes. That will really generate the internal dynamo of
FCM.

Thanks for reading this. Say thanks to the folks on the
Circle. Let ‘em know you're grateful. They are all
volunteers. You should become one too: an FCM Host.

A
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ENDOWMENT CHAIRPERSON

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN MAKING
A MAJOR CHALLENGE DONATION?

The FCM Permanent Endowment Fund has had 4 anonymous FCM members make
donations as matching grant opportunities in our first 5 years. The challenge
donations ranged from $5,000.00 to $10,000.00. A major reason for the success of
the FCM Permanent Endowment Fund is the result of the 4 challenge donations
made by these individuals and the wonderful way our membership responded to
the challenge.

According to research for non-profits, 84% of donors are more likely to donate once
they know a match is offered. According to that same research, 1 in 3 donors say
they give a larger gift if a match will be applied to their donation. It benefits for all
sides, the large donor working with smaller donors. Working together both sides see
their donation doubled. Challenge Matching donations also bring in new donors
often because they see their donations doubled. This is the essence of teamwork.

s there someone who would like to make the next challenge donation2 You may
say, “Where can | find that kind of money<2” Previous challenge donations have
come from the benefits of a Will. One donor used the “"RMD". As you know once
you reach the age of 72 years, Uncle Sam requires taxpayers to draw down their
retirement account savings through annual Required Minimum Distributions (RMD). A
donation from your distribution can be tax free if it is given to a non-profit. You
might consider the Endowment be included in your Will, so your Will can be a gift to
the future of inclusive ministry.

If you are able, consider becoming the next Challenge donor! Your generosity will
be doubled! (contact Tom Stricker, FCM Permanent Endowment Chairperson)
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~  $200,000

VALUE AS OF 6/20/2023
$126,127.00

$190,000

Donate to the FCM Endowment Fund

NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL! $180,000

Regular Donation ]

Go to the FCM website www.federationofchristianministries.org or go to your
personal account on Realm www.onrealm.org and make your donation.
button to get there.

2. Click on “Giving” (left hand column) and this will take you to donation

1. Sign in to Realm or, if in the FCM Website, use the “Donation” e $ 1 70’0([]
page S

3. Click on the “+ Give" button

4. You will see a pull down (FCM General Account); click on the _
pulldown arrow I $ 1 60,000

5. Click on the “FCM Endowment Fund” button

Tribute Gift

Is there a friend, family member, teacher, or mentor you would like to honor 5150,000
on their special day or send an expression of sympathy? SEE——
Consider a small donation to the FCM Endowment Fund. —

A notice of your gift will be sent to the honoree or a member of their family. o——- $140,000

You will also know that your gift will help ensure that FCM will be able to — $ 126,127
support future generations of ministers and congregations. I:

For more information go to the FCM web site under $100,000

FCM Endowment Fund for the online Tribute Gift Form or
endowment@fcmmail.org
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FCM GRANT AWARD FINALISTS CHOSEN!

The Federation of Christian Ministries Circle Members and FCM's Grant Committee is pleased to announce the
finalists for the 2023 Community Grant Award Program. With a total of $5,000 to distribute to recipients, three (3)
finalists have been chosen to receive funding during the 2023 grant cycle.

2023 COMMUNITY GRANT AWARD FINALISTS:

% LOVE ONE ANDOTHER MINISTRIES’ (LOAM) UNITY LAB PROGRAM

PROJECT: THE UNITY LAB FOR RACIAL HEALING
An Anti-racism educational and community-based program serving public and private school K-12 students
in St. Louis, MO area aimed at bringing about transformational and sustainable change at the local level.

Project Administrator: Reverend Lauren Littrell, FCM
Awarded $2,000.00

% CRAFTING COMMUNITY - HEALING-CENTERED ENGAGEMENT AND SOCIAL ACTIVISM THROUGH

TEXTILES PROJECT: BETWEEN MY ART AND ME: CREATING SACRED SPACE THROUGH FIBER ARTS
A POST-PILOT PROJECT SERVING URBAN YOUTH IN LARGE METROPOLITAN AREAS DESIGNED TO TEACH

AND ENCOURAGE SELF-CARE AND SELF-REGULATION THROUGH CREATIVITY AND THE ARTS.
Program Administrator: Reverend Roberta Jones, FCM
Awarded $2,000.00

% THE COMMUNITY OF ST. HILDEGARD

PROJECT: HILDEGARD HAUS “MEMORIALY GARDEN
The second phase of the larger project (Hildegard Meditation Garden) focused on the development of @

dedicated memorial garden reflecting the design and intentional life celebration of parishioners, members,

and the community at large.

The Community of St. Hildegard is an FCM Faith Community.
Project Administrator: Reverend Dr. Shanon Sterringer, Pastor
Awarded $1,000.00

Committee Notes: All projects listed meet the stated grant criteria and align with FCM's mission, vision, and values.
Each project has been “committee verified” via post-application interviews and addresses specific needs in their
respective communities. Each project is represented by an FCM Member and/or FCM Faith Community and will
submit a mid-year progress report and final report on their respective projects.

As we celebrate with our finalists, we also wish to acknowledge and thank the FCM members and FCM Faith
Communities who expressed an interest in, and/or applied to this year's grant program. Continued blessings to alll.

Submitted by
FCM Grant Committee: Shannon Queenan, Heidi Tierney, Mary Vidas grant@FCMmail.org

=
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FCM ANNIVERSARIES

THE PEOPLE LISTED BELOW HAVE WORKED LONG AND FAITHFULLY TO BUILD FCM TO ITS PLACE TODAY. IF YOU WISH

TO CONGRATULATE THEM, SEARCH THEM ONLINE IN REALM (WWW.ONREALM.ORG) OR ON THE REALM APP. NOT

SIGNED IN TO REALM? ASK YOUR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT OR CONNECTRFCMMAIL.ORG FOR AUTHORIZATION.
CAROLYN HORVATH
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JLVALELST

Linda Marcin
Phil Marcin

Robert Graf

Peter MGuinness

Patricia LaRosa
Donna Schreiber
Peter Wolf

Richard James
Rick Ortolano
Heidi Tierney

Elnrca Adams-Finney
Cynthia Driedger-Bauver
Ronald Cyktor Jr.
Cecillia Hurley
Linda Mayers
Anifta Milloro
Eugene Search
Chi H. Yun
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35 YEARS

8/29/1988
8/29/1988

30 YEARS
7126/1993

25 YEARS
8/26/1998

15 YEARS

8/08/2008
/7/10/2008
8/15/2008

10 YEARS

7/29/2013
7/21/2013
/7/30/2013

S YEARS

8/21/2018
7/27/2018
7/11/2018
7/27/2018
8/28/2018
8/20/2018
8/28/2018
7/19/2018

Heartland Region
Heartland Region

Mid-Atlantic Region

Northeast Region

Northeast Region
Northeast Region
Hearfland Region

Lakes & Plains Region
Southwest Region
Northeast Region

Northeast Region

Lakes & Plains Region
Lakes & Plains Region
Southeast Region
Lakes & Plains Region ~
Lakes & Plains Region =~
Northeast Region
Northwest Region+
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