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My Fhaes

The month of May always reminds me of flowers. Sayings such as “you're as
welcome as the flowers in May” or “April showers bring May flowers” cosign my
association of May with flowers. This year, as | think about May flowers, the
expression “Give me flowers while | can smell them” came to mind. More than the
physical giving of flowers (though that can be one way to show our appreciation),
this expression encourages us to celebrate, tell, or show our appreciation,
gratitude, love for those who have touched or impacted our lives in important and
significant ways. | would like to encourage us to begin or continue a practice of
giving flowers metaphorically by expressing our appreciation, gratitude, love to at
least one person each month.

| would like to begin a practice with this newsletter edition where those of us in
FCM give flowers in a more public way by submitting to the newsletter a brief
expression of appreciation for someone in FCM. | want to begin by “giving flowers
" to the following FCM member:

you, Antoinette for your support and care.

CHRISTY HDWARD-STEELE ...... CHAIRPERSON@RFCMMAIL.ORG

Antoinette Marold

Antoinette, as current director of communications and a former
chairperson in FCM, is very active behind the scenes of FCM. While it is
part of my responsibility as chairperson to consult with the two
immediate past chairpersons, Antoinette has generously given her time
in support of my chairpersonship with advice, counsel, and reminders.

We often tease that there is no quick question between us. FCM would
not run as smoothly as it has without Antoinette. | appreciate not only
how she has supported me | also appreciate Antoinette for the e-cards
she sends that remind me that she is thinking of me. Love and thank
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CHRISTY HOWARD-STEELE...... CHAIRPERSONRFCMMAIL.ORG

Regional Vice Presidents have now been appointed for all three new regions. Yay! We look forward to the ministry and
opportunities for connection. Thank you to Chris, Susan, and Zack for your willingness to serve FCM. Continued
thanks to Beth, Carl, Dan, Mary, and Shannon.

VICE PRESIDENT, SOUTH CENTRAL REGION

FCM'’s Executive Committee appointed Christopher Breen, Vice President of the new
South Central Region. Chris has been a member of FCM since 2022. Chris currently
works bi-vocationally as a pastoral counselor as well as an information technology
manager. Scheduling time to dedicate to FCM will be easy to integrate into Chris’
existing workflows. Chris believes that diversity is the manifestation of the Spirit and
that to respond and build community authentically, FCM must be willing to embrace
change. Chris states, “ | am excited to have an opportunity to walk with others as they
discern how the Divine is working in their lives.

Chris’ contact information is:
Email: southcentralvp@fcmmail.org
Phone: (401) 499-9231

VICE PRESIDENT, MID-ATLANTIC REGION

FCM's Executive Committee appointed Susan Loving, Vice President of the new Mid-
Atlantic region. Susan has been a member of FCM since 2022. She currently works as a
hospice chaplain; a role she says gives her flexibility to serve FCM. Susan is also a
teacher of communication skills and Christian education. Susan'’s vision of leadership is
"providing empowerment and affirmation while inviting others to join in and offering
the sacred space for us to learn, grow, and bloom.”

Susan’s contact information is:
Email: midatlanticvp@fcmmail.org
Phone: 2(14) 697-0098

VICE PRESIDENT, NORTHWEST REGION

FCM's Executive Committee appointed Zachary Wheat, Vice President of the new
Northwest Region. Zac has been a member of FCM since 2018. Zack currently works as
the inpatient palliative care chaplain in Portland OR. Zack “feels energized by
community, celebrating folks, and connecting with people wha might've missed each
other.” As VP, Zack hopes to bring his creativity, passion, and expertise to the role.

i
Zack's contact information is: %
Email: northwestvp@fcmmail.org
Phone: (204) 588-5097
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When the risen Jesus came into the locked room where the
disciples were, he said to them, “Peace be with you.”

(cf. John 20) This was his first comment to his disciples, so
we can stipulate that this is pretty important to him and his
mission. We get to some deep problems, however, when
we look at the historical record of how those who claim to
be his followers have done in regard to espousing and
supporting peace on earth. One of the Crusades, aiming to
expel Muslims from the Holy Land, took the opportunity to
pillage the city of their Christian brethren, Constantinople. In
fact, we see centuries of bitter conflict and war in Europe as
new interpretations of Scripture and church power were
brought forth during the Reformation. These wars are all
Christian-on-Christian violence. In WWII we have an
ostensibly Christian nation, Germany, bringing havoc and
destruction on all of its neighbors and attempting to
exterminate our predecessors in faith, the Jews. Today we
have Russia, a “Christian” nation, raining death and
distraction on its neighbor Ukraine. What's our response to
all this violence as members of FCM, who often are
commissioned ministers of the Christ?

What | suggest to influence our country and world toward
peace, is for each of us to write one letter per month to our
elected representatives. This letter would come from your
perception of how life could be peaceful in our world and in
our country, if the government official made changes in law
and practice to the peacetful pursuits you suggest. Write the
letter to your representative in Congress. Then send an
exact copy addressed to each of your two senators. Make
yourself, a person of faith in the Prince of Peace, a presence
in your elected representatives’ awareness. Drip on them.
We may not be able to establish peace on earth, but we
may be able to influence the leaders of our government to
place a higher value on aspects of life that are highlighted
by our FCM Mission Statement, our Vision Statement, and
our Core Values of Belonging, Compassion, Empowerment,
Equity, and Mindful Living. These significant FCM
expressions are on our website at
https://www.federationofchristianministries.org/index.html
Consider making them part of yourself.

Fmﬁf/ﬁ%w& *

TOM CUSACK...... PRESIDENTEFCMMAIL.ORG

A %ﬂm/z’m.u{ whstnch,

My closing comments are to encourage you to increase
your conscious involvement with FCM ever so slightly.

Our group of Regional Vice Presidents is strongly taking
steps to understand and do their jobs more efficiently
and better. Their efforts will affect all of our
involvements in FCM as a community. Consider
reaching out to your Regional Vice President and
offering your help to them.

Chaplains, please be aware that there are FCM online
chaplain gatherings occurring on a consistent basis.
Mark Bernecker at Faithcommunity@FCMmail.org is the
organizing force behind these meetings.

All members, please make it a point to attend the

FCM Prayer Gathering on a quarterly basis. In this way
you can dip into the spirituality of your peers in ministry.
Invitations are sent to you from Realm weekly for this
spiritual exercise.

Finally, please pray for FCM daily along this line: 2 x 2
4 FCM. What does this mean? It's a teaser: check my
last or next Newsletter article. Blessings on you and
your ministry.
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BILL APPLETON..... CONNECTEFCMMAIL.ORG

| want to be very honest - this has been a very challenging Lenten season for me. The image that remains
emblazoned on my heart is that of Jesus at the Garden of Gethsemane and the agony experienced there. While |
was at the last Circle of Directors meeting in early February, | was informed that my grandmother, who helped raise
my sister and |, was admitted to the ICU. As of this writing my grandmother remains in the hospital. In visiting my
grandmother day after day for the last 2 months, | have witnessed her own Garden of Gethsemane. This journey has
also re-opened the fresh wounds of my sister's passing 3 years ago at the age of 44.

| have been preparing myself for the very real possibility that by the time this newsletter is published, my
grandmother may have joined my sister and the countless other family members and loved ones whose spirits have
moved on to an eternally peaceful state.

Like every Lent however, | know that | will be reminded once again of the new life that we all share in and the call
we continue to receive to bear witness to the endless love of God.

My role as Administrator has had its challenges, but like the experience of moving from the season of Lent to
Easter, | get to experience moving into the joy of witnessing the many ways each and every one of you make a
difference in our world.

Happy Easter and continued blessings to all of you as you continue to minister in the rich diversity of ways that
makes FCM unique!

In service,

Bill
connect@fcmmail.org
216-210-0855

Realm Related Tips
If | can be of assistance to you regarding Realm related matters, please do not hesitate to reach out to me by email

or phone.

Updated Information

Spring for many people brings Spring cleaning. Please make sure that you update any relevant information in your
Realm profile. You can do so by logging in and at the top right-hand corner click on the drop-down arrow next to
your name and then click on "My Profile” and “Edit Profile”. After making any changes be sure to “Save”.

Realm Log-in and 2 Step Verification

As with many software programs and platforms you may have noticed Realm has implanted new security measures.
For additional information regarding this use this link Realm Sign In

When logging in to Realm, please make sure you are typing in www.onrealm.org directly into the address bar of the
search engine you are using. It is important to not have any extra characters and that you do not use the search
feature.
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